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According to a report by the UN Economic Commission for Latin America and Caribbean released
Oct. 23 in Santiago, 5.4 million Chileans, or 45% of the population, live in poverty. Of the total,
over 2 million are labeled "indigent," i.e., incomes are insufficient to provide adequate nutrition.
Figures are based on a study implemented in 1987. The report said the number of persons affected
by poverty has not significantly changed in the past three years. Referring to the ECLAC report,
Planning Minister Sergio Molina said poverty levels increased by nearly 100% during the military
regime (September 1973-March 1990). (Basic data from AFP, 10/23/90)
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